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Welcome to the first issue of the proposed bi-monthly newsletter. We hope
to keep you up to date on aroup events coming up and short articles on
Microprocessors and associated aoodies.

Firstly, I am sure you will all join me in thanking Clive Pearson and John
Moffatt for their past efforts in running the group and I hope we can
maintain the same hich standard in the mecetings to come.

The questionnaire completed at the March meeting was a thorough success, we
have compiled a list of popular group activities, and hope fully we will
be covering them all this year. Anybody wishing to fill in one of the forms
can pick one up from any committee member at the next meeting.

In the newsletter, we are coing to start columns on the various micro-
systems e.g. S.W.T.P., TRS 80, ‘Apple, &etc. To do tnis we would like to
hear from anyone who could perhaps submit an article or two on their system
and software. The sort of things we would like could include construction
problems, or lack of, I/0 requirements, monitor configuration, and stuff
like that.

We also plan a "Wanted to buy/sell/exchange", column so anyone wishing to
advertise their unwanted equipment, or buy second hand gear, can give the
details to any committee member or write to S.A.M.G. *mail box*.

Our next meeting on the 20th of April at 7.30pm. is a "bring your own
system", evening. To make this event a success, we would like to see as
many systems brought along as possible, working or not. At the start of
the April meet we will also start the arrangements for a small elementary
Ilogic, Software/Hardware instruction group. Anyone interested in joining
this group can see Bob Stunell or Eric Clarke at the beginning of the
evening, or drop a line to S.A.M.G. *mail box®*.

Lastly if you know of anyone who may be interested in joining the group
then by all means, bring them along to the next meeting, or give them
our mailing address. If they are not able to attend meeting because of
travelling distance etc. then a $5 member fee will entitle them to
group facilities, newsletters, etc. So , see you at the April meeting,
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1. YOUR COMMITTEE FOR 1979

CHAIRMAN: Enic Clanke Work phone 273 7229
SECRETARY/TREASURER: Bob Stunell - Wonk phone 3525811

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Tony Beres fond
Bob Daniells
Howie Harvey
Rick Matthews

2. THE GROUP V.D.U.
An onden on behalf of the grnoup has been placed for a V.D.U.
board and parts. When this awiives we will be Looking fon
volunteens to construct this project. When combined with the
2650 C.P.U. board already owned by Zhe group we will have a
system that will enablfe members who do not own one fo gain
experience in microprocesson fundamentals .

3. INCORPORATION OF THE GROUP
This procedure sTE grninds on sLowly. Proghess is being made
through the many forms which must be typed and then completed.

4. NEW MEMBERS
L the Last meeting there were 12 new members. We welcome you
to the group and assure you that the receipt book will be at
Zhe next meeting. Seriously though, the group is for you, please
Let us know what you want of the meetings and the news-~Lettenr.

P.S. 1§ you are not financial, new member on old, bring $5 to
the next meeting and go home with a clear conscience.

Evern heand that at one of the meetings? 1 hope not, but it
can happen as a group has new members. Lets get fo know each
othen by name. You can help by wearing a name-tag. 1t does
not have to be as elaborate as Eric's engraved special, but
a simple piece of cardboard held on by a pin will ensure that
members will not have to say ...... HEY-yourrtiitt
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—2.—
THE CP/M SYSTEM

by Tony Beresford

CP/M is a portable operating system written for 8080 based
Microcomputers with one or more floppy disk drives. It is
probably the most common disk operating system for such systems.

The system has been written so that the parts of the programme
which actually use your input-output devices are quite separate
from the rest of the program, and are in a known location. You
have to provide subroutines to input and output single characters
to your console device (crt keyboard or telytype ) and also
to do the primitive functions for your disk system such as
gelecting a given drive , moving the head to a given track, reading
or writing a particular sector.

The rest of the program has a standard way of accessing the
primtive functions, and a simple and uniform way is provided for
user programs to get at the primitive functions and some other
basic facilities the program provides such as display a string of
characters in a given memory location ending in a “$7 .

CP/M is made up of three distinct parts. The section called the
CCP is the section which responds to commands from the console
and provides input buffering and some editing facilties for
command lines. The second section is called BDOS, it provides a weans
of dividing the available space on the floppy disks in a manner
which removes worries about sectors and tracks. Instead the
disk is divided up into files which are known by name, and you can
read and write to a file randosly or sequentially without knowing
the position of the block of information on the disk, just its
logical location in the file. The third section is called BIOS

and is the part provided by the user for the particular systen.

I have already discussed it above. Bios can be easily changed
when you change your system. I have had three different ones
already and am just working on a fourth to use the eti 640

video board as output instead of the eme-1 which is what 1 am
using for a video display at the moment.

The biggest factor which induced we to buy CP/M for my NORTH

STAR disk system was the large range of software alreaedy

available in the CP/M format. I intend buying an 8" disk systen

now because i have found CP/K so useful, but i find the limitations

on available space on the mini-floppy irksome. I think other nesbers
of the group who have the sd sales version of CP/N may also

run into space limitations if they use either large assembly langauge

prograns or soderate size BASIC programs.

There is a large range of system software available. I have
three BASICs ,tarbell BASIC, CBASIC-1, and BASIC-e. I also have
a Fortran compiler, which includes an assembler which produces
relocatable object code and the necesaary linking loader and

library nanager . For the data processing types I know of 2
COBOL conpilers and there is a variety of asseablers
with differimg functions and expense!

The largest provider of such system software in both variety and
differing formats would have to be Life Boat Associates. they do not
urite software themselves but they certainly advertise the widest
selection , and they provide it in CP/M format for all the most
connon personal computer disk systems. I suggest you see their
advertisement in “byte” for march 79 ( page 30).






